
 

 ECOTOURISM STANDARDS AND BEST PRACTICES  

 
 



What are Standards & Best Practices? 

Standards refers to a principle or rule considered by an authority or 
by general consent as a basis of comparison; an approved model 

Best practice refers to highest quality, excellence or superior 
practices in a particular field.   

Examples of best practices; 
Ã Protecting, conserving and investing in the environment 

Ã Reducing, reusing and recycling waste 

Ã Responsible use of resources such as land, water, energy, culture etc 

Ã Investment in people (employees and local population) and empowering 
local people 

Ã Fair (favourable) workplace policies 

Ã Fair business practices 

Ã Support for local economy trade linkages with local communities/economy 

Ã Responsible tourism Education environment 

 



Why Have Standards & Best Practices? 

Ã Increasing greenhouse gases emissions, 
CO2, N2O, CFCS, CH4, 

Ã Increasing level of pollution 

ÃClimate change (affecting destinations, 
businesses and Tourism Industry) 

ÃDecreasing in availability of resources 

Ã Increasing habitat destruction (direct & 
indirect) 



Energy 

Å Common Sources 

Å Sustainable Sources 



Water 
Ã! ÄÒÏÐ ÏÆ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÓÏ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÁÌÌȣȢȢ 

Ã4ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÂÏÔÔÌÅÄ ×ÁÔÅÒȣȢ 



Pollution Control 
ÃSources 

Ã Impacts 



Waste Management 

Ã Where does your waste end up?  

 

I.W.M.   
ÅRefuse 
ÅReduce 
ÅRe-use 
ÅRecycle 
ÅRespect 
 

What can we do?  



EK Standards & Best Practices 

Are promoted through the following Initiatives: 

Ã Eco-Rating Certification Scheme 

Ã Members Charter 

Ã Eco-Warriors Gala Dinner 

Ã Codes of Conduct 

Ã Seminars & Workshops 

Ã Tour Operators Certification Scheme (In Progress) 



  Members charter 

All members of Ecotourism Kenya accept responsibility for protecting and enhancing the 

natural and cultural environment of the areas in which they operate. They undertake 

to implement sound environmental practices in all their operations, the properties 

they manage and/or promote, the destinations they manage and/or sell, the natural 

areas they visit and the tours they package. And all this is done in collaboration 

with the communities they are part of. Overall, they seek: 

 

Ã To be proactive and innovative in their environmental programs 

Ã To minimize waste and pollution of natural resources like water, land, and air 

Ã To minimize the amount of waste generated from their operations and to safely 

dispose of all wastes without injury to the environment 

Ã To participate in management of the natural areas in which they operate 

Ã To comply with all relevant environmental legislation 



Contiõ Members charter 

Ã To educate their visitors about their natural areas and local cultures 

Ã To observe the Kenya Safari Code and Coast Code 

Ã To actively participate in programs developed to promote sustainable 

tourism including voluntary certification 

Ã To have clear environmental goals and to develop programs necessary to 

achieve these goals 

Ã To develop linkages with local communities in the areas in which they  

 



Codes of conduct  

Ã This include; 

Ã Membership codes of conduct 

Ã The Kenya codes i.e.  

ü The Kenya safari codes, 

ü  The coastal codes. 



The safari code  

While on safari.... 

Ã Keep to designated roads or tracks 

Ã Minimise disturbance to animals 

Ã Stay inside your vehicle at all times 

Ã Keep to the speed limit 

Ã Support eco-friendly accommodation facilities 

Ã Never feed wild animals 

Ã Take care not to disturb the ecological balance 

Ã Take all your litter with you 



The Coastal code 

Ã At the Coast... 

 

Ã Travel with reputable operators and qualified safari guides (KPSG) 

Ã Respect local cultures and promote community benefits 

Ã Support eco-friendly accommodation facilities 

Ã Protect the marine environment 

Ã Never buy or remove animals or shells from the sea 

Ã Support traditional coastal livelihoods 

Ã Respect local cultures and customs 



Eco-Rating Certification Scheme 

Working definitions: 

Ã Certification - a voluntary procedure that assesses, 
audits and gives written assurance that a facility, 
product, process or service meets specific standards. 
It awards a marketable logo to those that meet or 
exceed baseline standards 

Ã  Eco-rating- is a systematic approach to assessing a 
tourism accommodation facility on its 
environmental , economic and social-cultural 
performance , which is evaluated against a set 
criteria. 



How does Eco-rating work? 

ÃVoluntary Application 

ÃSelf evaluation -Tool Assessment (fill in 
questionnaire) 

ÃSite Audit 

ÃReport / review / approval 

ÃEmblem Award 

ÃContinued Information and Interaction for 
improvement 



Audit Process 
Ã 7ÈÁÔ ×Å ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒȣ  

Ã Compliance to Environmental Legislations and Regulations. EMCA 
1999, Acts, policies etc 

Ä Architectural design 



Audit Process 

Ã 7ÈÁÔ ×Å ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒȣ 

ÄTypes and sources of building materials 


